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Introduction 

Arak, a popular alcoholic beverage in the Middle East and Mediterranean regions, has a long 

history of consumption that dates back centuries. With its anise-flavored taste and cultural 

significance, it has become an integral part of many social gatherings and celebrations. 

However, the potential health risks associated with arak consumption have garnered increased 

attention in recent years, particularly in relation to intestinal cancer. 

Intestinal cancer, also known as colorectal cancer, is a type of cancer that affects the colon or 

rectum. It is a significant global health concern and a leading cause of cancer-related deaths 

worldwide. While various risk factors for intestinal cancer have been identified, the potential 

link between arak use and this deadly disease has raised questions and concerns within the 

medical community. In this article, we will explore the scientific evidence and epidemiological 

studies that shed light on the connection between arak consumption and intestinal cancer. 

Understanding Arak and Its Ingredients 

Before delving into the association between arak consumption and intestinal cancer, it's 

essential to understand what arak is and what it contains. Arak is an anise-flavored spirit made 

by distilling grapes or other fruits. The distillation process involves fermenting the fruit juice 

and then distilling it to create a high-proof alcohol, which is then flavored with anise seeds. 

The result is a clear, potent spirit that is often diluted with water before consumption. 
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Arak typically contains alcohol, water, anise flavoring, and sometimes other botanicals. Its 

alcohol content can vary, but it is generally high, often exceeding 40% alcohol by volume 

(ABV). This high alcohol content can have various effects on the body, both short-term and 

long-term. 

The Link Between Arak Consumption and Intestinal Cancer 

Numerous studies have investigated the relationship between alcohol consumption and the risk 

of developing intestinal cancer. While the exact mechanisms by which alcohol may contribute 

to the development of cancer are not fully understood, several hypotheses have been proposed. 

It's essential to note that alcohol's impact on health can vary depending on the type of alcoholic 

beverage consumed, the frequency and quantity of consumption, and individual genetic and 

lifestyle factors. 

1. Ethanol and Acetaldehyde: Ethanol, the primary alcohol found in arak and other 

alcoholic beverages, is metabolized in the liver to acetaldehyde, a potentially 

carcinogenic substance. Acetaldehyde can damage DNA and disrupt cell function, 

increasing the risk of cancer development. 

2. Inflammation and Oxidative Stress: Chronic alcohol consumption can lead to 

inflammation and oxidative stress in the gastrointestinal tract. These processes can 

damage the cells lining the colon and rectum, potentially promoting the development 

of cancerous growths. 

3. Nutrient Absorption: Alcohol consumption can impair the absorption of essential 

nutrients, such as folate and calcium, which play a protective role against colorectal 

cancer. Reduced intake of these nutrients may contribute to an increased risk of 

intestinal cancer. 
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4. Gut Microbiota: Alcohol consumption can alter the composition of the gut microbiota, 

which has been linked to various health outcomes, including cancer risk. Changes in 

the gut microbiota may create an environment that promotes the development of 

cancerous lesions. 

Epidemiological Studies on Arak and Intestinal Cancer 

Several epidemiological studies have investigated the relationship between arak consumption 

and the risk of developing intestinal cancer, with varying results. It's important to note that 

these studies often face challenges in establishing causation due to confounding factors such 

as smoking, diet, and genetics. However, they provide valuable insights into the potential 

association. 

1. Iranian Studies: Iran has one of the highest rates of arak consumption globally, and 

several studies in this country have examined its association with intestinal cancer. A 

study published in the "Asian Pacific Journal of Cancer Prevention" in 2014 found a 

positive association between high alcohol consumption, including arak, and colorectal 

cancer risk. Another Iranian study published in "Cancer Detection and Prevention" in 

2008 reported a higher risk of colorectal cancer among arak consumers, particularly 

heavy drinkers. 

2. Mediterranean Region: The Mediterranean region is another area where arak is 

commonly consumed. A study conducted in Lebanon, where arak is a traditional 

alcoholic beverage, investigated the link between arak consumption and colorectal 

cancer. This study, published in the "European Journal of Cancer Prevention" in 2003, 

found a statistically significant association between high arak consumption and an 

increased risk of colorectal cancer. 
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3. Israel: A study conducted in Israel, where arak is also a popular alcoholic beverage, 

explored the relationship between alcohol consumption and colorectal cancer risk. The 

study, published in the "Journal of Clinical Gastroenterology" in 2014, found that heavy 

alcohol consumption was associated with a higher risk of colorectal cancer, but specific 

data on arak were limited. 

4. Global Studies: Large-scale international studies, such as the European Prospective 

Investigation into Cancer and Nutrition (EPIC) and the Nurses' Health Study, have also 

examined the relationship between alcohol consumption and colorectal cancer. While 

these studies have found associations between alcohol intake and colorectal cancer risk, 

they do not specifically differentiate between types of alcoholic beverages like arak. 

Challenges in Studying Arak and Intestinal Cancer 

Despite the growing body of evidence suggesting a potential link between arak consumption 

and intestinal cancer, several challenges and limitations must be considered when interpreting 

these findings: 

1. Confounding Factors: As mentioned earlier, factors such as diet, smoking, family 

history, and genetics can confound the relationship between arak consumption and 

intestinal cancer risk. It is challenging to isolate the effects of arak consumption alone. 

2. Lack of Controlled Trials: Ethical and practical considerations make it difficult to 

conduct controlled trials where participants are intentionally exposed to arak, making 

it challenging to establish causation definitively. 

3. Cultural and Regional Variability: The prevalence of arak consumption and its patterns 

vary across different regions and cultures, which can affect the generalizability of study 

findings. 
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4. Self-Reported Data: Many epidemiological studies rely on self-reported data on alcohol 

consumption, which may be subject to recall bias and underreporting. 

5. Incomplete Understanding: The exact mechanisms by which alcohol, including arak, 

contributes to intestinal cancer development are not fully understood, making it 

challenging to pinpoint causative factors. 

Conclusion 

The potential link between arak consumption and intestinal cancer is a complex and 

multifaceted issue. While epidemiological studies have suggested associations between high 

alcohol consumption, including arak, and an increased risk of colorectal cancer, further 

research is needed to better understand the mechanisms at play and to confirm these findings. 

It is crucial to approach this topic with caution and consider the broader context of alcohol 

consumption and its health effects. If you are concerned about your alcohol consumption and 

its potential impact on your health, it is advisable to seek guidance from healthcare 

professionals who can provide personalized advice and support. 

Ultimately, while arak holds cultural significance and is enjoyed by many, it is essential to be 

aware of the potential risks associated with excessive consumption and to make informed 

choices about alcohol intake to promote overall health and well-being. Further research and 

continued public health efforts are needed to address the complex relationship between arak 

consumption and intestinal cancer risk. 
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